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the Chembe Kunji (god on earth) and Kwete (the king) is
Chembe Kunji ; any weakening of his power, every affront
to his dignity sends a tremor through all and everything that
shares his spirit and pushes it towards the abyss of annihila-
tion."1
Among the Barundi, a tribe of Ruanda to the west of Lake
Victoria Nyanza,each of the gods has his own form of worship
and his own priest or priestess, whom he possesses, and by
whose mouth he gives oracles. The priesthood is generally
hereditary. The High Priest Kiranga bears the name as
the living representative and seat of the great god Kiranga.
There are various ways in which a man or woman may become
Kiranga, for example by being struck, though not killed,
by lightning, the sign of the god's power. In Ruanda the
inspired mediums are called Imandwa ; they may be men or
women. Their ecstatic state is brought on by copious draughts
of beer, and in it they are not responsible for their actions,
while their words are received as oracular utterances of the
indwelling deity.2
Among the Basoga of Uganda a remarkable case of the
infant incarnation of a great god has been recorded by
Canon Roscoe as follows : " Mukama is the great creator
who made man and beast. At one period he is said to have
lived in a deep hole on Mount Elgon, where, with his sons, he
worked iron and forged all the hoes which were introduced
into the land. He is also the creator of all rivers, which are
said to have their source at his home. Should a child be
born with teeth already cut, it is said to be an incarnation of
Mukama ; a hut is built for the child and a high fence built
around it, and the mother with her infant is placed there during
her seclusion. When this period ends the child is shown to
relatives and friends. A vessel of water is brought from Lake
Kyoga and also a reed from the papyrus-grass by the husband's
sister's son, who has to go secretly to the lake ; he must not
be seen by any person, neither as he goes nor as he returns.
He takes with him four water-berries, which he offers to the
spirit of the lake, as he draws the water. Two houses are
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